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Dear  Fulbright  friends,

Once   again,   as   you’ll   read   about   on   the   following   pages,  

you   on   changes   and   developments   in   our   Commission,  

we  are  always  happy  to  be  able  to  share  with  you  in  these  

friend  or  alumnus  of  Turkish  Fulbright,  might  be  interested  

program  in  Turkey  was,  just  a  couple  of  years  ago,  the  largest  

of  its  kind  in  the  world,  and  we  are  extremely  happy  that  it  

We  were  also  proud  to  have  recently  hosted  once  again  a  

own  Fulbright   grant   year   in   Turkey  nearly   a  decade   later,  

and  since  then,  has  developed  a   lifelong  professional  and  

at  the  Commission,  in  each  case  the  result  of  family  changes  

like  to  extend  my  warmest  wishes  and  thanks  to  them  as  

they  make  these  moves  in  their  lives,  and  remind  them  that  

From the Executive Director

An Inspiring Story

particular   the   artistic   tradition   of   the   Ottoman  

European  Art,  and  issues  of  economics  and  patronage  

Fulbright  Fellowship,  he  received  his  PhD  in  Fine  Arts  



News from the Commission

Members   of   Fulbright   Alumni   Association   organized   a  

Fulbright  Alumni  Association  Faruk  Aktay  and  Association  

Fulbright Alumni Association Meeting in Ankara

Visit by the Chargé d’Affaires 
A Warm Welcome to 

Our New Board Member

impressive   work   experiences   will   bring   valuable   assets   to   our  

Board  member  Mert  Özgür  mentioned  that  the  Fulbright  

Alumni  Association  aims  to  reach  Fulbright  Alumni  across  
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American   Chamber   of   Commerce   Turkey   (AmCham   Turkey)  

on  November  8,  2018,  where  he  spoke    on  the  importance  of  

Our Executive Director’s Attendance at the 
American Chambers of Commerce Turkey’s 
Public Affairs Committee Meeting

Advising  Coordinator  greatly  enriched  the  development  of  the  

A Warm Goodbye to Our Colleagues

Our   Commission   is   pleased   to   announce   that   the   English  

2016  it  had  become  the  largest  university   level  ETA  Program  

The English Teaching Assistant Program 
in Turkey Resumes After Two Years

be  leaving  the  commission  to  start  a  new  chapter  in  her  life  in  

as   American   Programs   Assistant   and   ETA   Advisor,   and  

contributed   tremendously   to   our   Commission   in   giving  



Assistant   in   our   Commission   and   has   recently   been  

Changes in Our Commission

had  the  opportunity  to  come  together  and  bond  as  

us  refocus  on  our  priorities  as  the  Turkish  Fulbright  

Mudanya,  and  learned  more  about  the  Armistice  of  

Mudanya  and  the  cultural  mosaics  of  this  beautiful  

Fulbright Office Retreat in 
Mudanya, Bursa 
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German-Turkish Fulbright Commission 
Staff Meets in Ankara

We   celebrated   Thanksgiving   with   our   grantees  

student   researchers,   and   their   families   and   alumni  

came  together  and  enjoyed  a  wide  range  of  traditional  

American  Thanksgiving  dishes  as  well  as  some  classic  

Fulbright  alumni  to  become  members  and  connect  with  other  

60+  Tazelenme  University   is  a  unique  project   that  provides  

Thanksgiving Dinner in Ankara 
and Istanbul 

Turkish Alumni Associations Meeting in Antalya



Workshop on Fostering Study Abroad Engagement

The  Workshop   sessions   began  with   our   Advising   Coordinator  
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Turkey,  to  share  their  study  abroad  experiences  with  workshop  

On  the  second  day,  our  workshop  began  with  two  panel  sessions  

We   are   delighted   to   complete   this   workshop   with   success  



In Memoriam: Prof. Nimet Akdes Kurat

movement  that  occurred  during  the  early  years  of  the  young  

While   there   he   revealed   important   document   regarding   the  

Literature  was  opened  in  1944,  he  was  appointed  to  work  as  

  

the  Fulbright  Program  began  in  1961,  when  he  researched  on  

because   of   his   emphasis   on   the   importance   of   using  

away   in   a   tragic   bus   accident  while   he  was   travelling   from  
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How did you become interested 
in Islamic architecture? Is there a 
significant person that influenced you? 

Can you briefly tell us about 
yourself?  

You studied at Robert College in 
Istanbul. What was the reason for 
studying at Robert College?

How did you feel when you arrived in 
Turkey?

One   of   my   primary   areas   of   research  

a   professional   musician   specializing  

in   Early   Music,   and   have   one   son,  

My   father,   Wayne   Denny,   taught  

to   Fulbright   to   teach   abroad,   and  

College,  and  the  rest,  as  it  turned  out,  is  

high   school   correspondence   learning  

An Inspiring Story: Prof. Walter Denny

college   course   in   the   history   of  music  

turned  me  away  from  the  sciences,  and  

photography   in   Turkey   through   my  

appeared  as  a  result  of  my  falling   in   love  

of  public  lectures  and  conference  papers,  

the   former   giving  me   a   chance   to   share  

Two Decades of Love for Islamic Art



How did you make the decision to 
apply for the Fulbright Program?

How did your Fulbright experience help 
you professionally and personally?

and   Arabic   was   followed   by   courses   in   from   two   Fulbrights:   My   father’s  

imagine   then   that   it   would   become  

decided   to   apply   for   a   Fulbright   grant  

extensively   and   studying   the   history   of  

son   of   a   visiting   Fulbright   professor,  

for   a   long,   rich,   and   successful  

teaching,   photography,   publications,  

video   and   audio   production  

participation,  conference  papers  and  

public  lectures  –  my  enthusiasm  and  

love  for  the  great  artistic  traditions  

of   the   Ottoman   Empire   and   the  

hospitality,   language,   cuisine,  

and   contemporary   arts   of   today’s  

Arriving in Istanbul by 
sea via Denizyolları 

in September 1958 
was a magical and 

transformative 
experience. 
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I am fortunate to have benefited from 
two Fulbrights: my father’s and my own. 

We know that you are a member of 
different professional associations. 
Can you tell us the importance of 
these associations in furthering US 
and Turkey relations?

What would you advise to the U.S. 
scholars who are planning to come 
to Turkey with a Fulbright grant?   

me  to  assist  many  younger   scholars   in  

interest  and  scholarship  in  Turkey  would  

never   have   developed   to   the   extent  

my  own  archive  of  over  140,000  photo  

shared   with   dozens   of   scholars,   and  

pursue   photography   and   research   in  

My   advice   to   anyone   going   to   Turkey,  

especially  to  young  scholars  going  for  the  

purpose  of  academic  study,  is  to  sharpen  

your  language  skills  as  much  as  possible  

beforehand,  and  to  take  the  opportunity  

of   interest   but   your   wider   knowledge  

of   Turkish   history,   art,   cuisine,   customs  

Did you have the opportunity to visit 
different parts of Turkey during your 
Fulbright experience? 

days,   helping   me   to   get   settled   in  

buildings  and  works  of  art  extensively  

trips   to   Anatolia,   visiting   dozens   of  

historical   sites   from   the   west   coast  

a   time   when   the   hotel   and   highway  

situations  were,  to  put  it  mildly,  quite  

year   were   digitally   scanned   and  

are   now   available   to   scholars   and  

a   photographic   archive   initiated   by  



If you are studying in an American 
college or university, expand 

your horizons beyond your own 
department or specialty. 

What tips you would like to share 
with Turkish students and scholars, 
who would like to pursue a degree 
and conduct research?

Is there anything you would like to 
add to conclude our conversation? 

Be   prepared   as   a   foreigner   studying   in  

travel  and  acquaint  yourself  with  the  vast  

you  are  studying  in  an  American  college  or  

university,  expand  your  horizons  beyond  

research   and   study   both   pleasant   and  

successful,   and   in   the   end,   of   course,  

dozens  of  return  trips,  Turkey,  from  the  

Aegean  to  Ararat,  remains  at  the  center  

not   only   of  my   scholarly   life,   but   also,  

through   my   many   wonderful   Turkish  

friends  and  colleagues,  at  the  center  of  

year  of  my  long  and  enduring  friendship  

with  Professor  Nurhan  Atasoy,  who  has  

become   in   her   own   country   a   living  

as   a  marvelous  wonderland   of   history  

primarily  a  large  group  of  wonderful  and  

talented   Turkish   colleagues   and   friends  

who   have   enriched  my   life   and   taught  

is   a   large   country   with   a   huge   range  

of   cultural   experiences,   so   take   the  

opportunity  to  travel  widely,  and  get  to  

know  the  towns,  villages  and  countryside  
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American Programs

archaeology,   and   recent   challenges  and  developments   in   the  

Senior Scholars’ and Student Researchers’ Orientation Meeting 

amprog@fulbright.org.tr  

Visit by Crisis Management Trainer for 
the Foreign Service Institute 

mailto:amprog%40fulbright.org.tr?subject=


The   Commission   is   happy   to   be   welcoming   a   new   group   of  

seminars  focused  mainly  on  methods  for  teaching  students  how  

workshop  explored  the  concept  of  media   literacy  with  a   focus  

The English Teaching Assistant (ETA) Program Orientation Meeting

language  courses  as  well  as  English  Language  Teaching  methods  

workshops   to   make   our   grantees   feel   as   informed   and   ready  

teaching  in  Turkey  held  a  panel  to  discuss  their  individual  views  of  

ETA Regional Enrichment Seminars in Sofia and Kiev

seminar  sessions,  the  Fulbrighters  visited  places  of  historical  and  
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Stories from U.S. Grantees 

Nikki  L.  M.  Brown

2018-­‐2019  U.S.  Senior  Lecturer

This   presents   an   unexpected   opportunity   for  

that  stands  out,   it   is   that  my   time   in  Turkey  has  been  

University,   which   has   opened   up   to  me   to   the   bright  

students   and   the   dedicated   faculty   of   the   American  

so   thoughtful   that   they   gave  me   a   teaching   schedule  

that   allows  me   to   finish   some   overdue   projects   from  

gift  of  time,  or  rather  the  awareness  that  my  time  here  

Now that it’s been two 
months, I have come to 
understand that the best gift 
Turkey has to offer the world 
is its people.

“

“
American   woman,   teaching   African   American   history  

the  descendants  of  enslaved  Africans   in   the  Ottoman  

slave  trade,  expanding  Ottoman  and  Turkish  history,  as  

anyone  bringing  animals  overseas  –  spend  the  money  

so   deeply   the   unlimited   glasses   of   wine,   bowls   of  

understand   that   the   best   gift   Turkey   has   to   offer   the  

students  full  of  energy,  friends  eager  to  speak  English  

and   visit   America,   colleagues  who   independently   put  

together   my   travel   plans   to   southern   and   western  

Turkey,   dedicated   public   servants   who   want   you   to  

have  the  best  bureaucratic  experience  ever,  strangers  

who  escort  me  to  the  grocery  store  with  the   freshest  

busy   to   share  a   cup  of   tea  with  me,   the   independent  

vendors   at   the   farmers’   market   sharing   their   newest  



There is the gift of teaching 
in İzmir at Ege University, 

which has opened up to me 
to the bright students and 

the dedicated faculty of 
the American Culture and 

Literature Department.

“

“

of  Turkish  food  –  a  chicken  stew,  rice  with  olive  oil,  or  

colleagues   about   their   projects,   their   families,   their  

summer   travels,   and   their   memories   of   attending  

studying  people  in  the  past  and  take  advantage  of  the  
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Stories from ETA Grantees 

Why  Turkey?

Lina  M.  M.  Jurkunas

San  Francisco  State  University,  California  /  Middle  East  Technical  University,  Ankara

As   a   Fulbright   English   Teaching   Assistant,   one   of   the  most  

–  by  my  new  living  and  working  environment,  by  the  Turkish  

At   the   core   of   my   stay   thus   far,   have   emerged   important  

and  sincerity,  my  students  have  given  me  a  sense  of  belonging  

students  have  run  to  other  classrooms  in  search  of  extra  chalk,  

and  have  laughed  with  me  over  the  confusion  of  how  to  address  

of  my  strengths  as  a  teacher  and  have  also  helped  me  recognize  

Fulbright  ETAs  and  the  Turkish  Fulbright  Commission,  have  played  

strengths  professionally  and  personally  and  look  forward  to  the  

Through their 
kindness, 

respect, and 
sincerity, my 

students have 
given me a sense 

of belonging 
within a large 

university where 
it’s easy to feel 
like a stranger.

“

“



Walking  the  Backstreets  of  Ankara

  

I never thought I would settle 
into the city so easily. This place 

has subtly but swiftly become 
home. ... They [local friends] 
have selflessly opened their 

homes, their friend circles, and 
their lives to me. I’ve learned 

and experienced things I would 
never have been able to on 

my own. They have selflessly 
opened their homes, their friend 

circles, and their lives to me. 
I’ve learned and experienced 

things I would never have been 
able to on my own.

“

“



20

Turkish Programs

We   have   already   started   the   placement   period   for   our  

2019-2020 Academic Year Turkish Student Core Program Nominees

summer  of  2019  subject  to  successful  placement  at  a  host  

FLTA  Program  and  had  a  chance  to  meet  with  one  another  

Initial Orientation for the 2019-2020 Foreign Language 
Teaching Assistant (FLTA) Program Nominees

Applications  will  be  open  soon!  

announcements   published   on  

Application Period for the 2020-2021 Grants

The  deadline  for  

  

www.fulbright.org.tr



My  journey  started  with  my  three  fellow  Fulbright  grantee  friends  

showed  us  the  unseen  faces  of  American  

Niagara  Falls  and  catch  a  glimpse  of   the  

panoramic  Canada  view,  which  is  by  far  

one  of   the  most   stunning  experiences  

an  amazing  group  of  Fulbrighters  from  

wearing   the   university’s   colors   and   logos   and   locals   proudly  

and  encouraging  for  me  to  feel  more  at  home  and  as  part  of  the  

to  lead  and  encourage  them  to  do  greater  in  their  research  

support  is  right  behind  me  both  from  

teachings   and   mentorship   and   also  

from  the  lab  team  who  are  willing  to  

I might be blessed in this 
regard and I feel the support 
is right behind me both from 

Dr. Aziz Sancar through 
his amazing teachings and 
mentorship and also from 

the lab team who are willing 
to support my learning, my 

adaptation and my research 
as best as they can.

“

“

Stories from Our Turkish Fulbright Grantees 
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Middle  East  Technical  University,  Ankara  /  University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor

was  the  abundance  of  the  university  colors  in  every  possible  

the   colors   in   many   ways,   even   the   people   who   are   not  

Ann   Arbor’s   culture   being   so   deeply   embedded   with   the  

wallet  if  you  commit  too  much,  especially  when  the  prices  

stand   out   if   you’re   not  wearing   the   colors   in   the   student  

to  feel  comfortable  with  the  way  of  watching  sports  here:  Breaks  

than  soccer,  which  is  almost  always  the  most  popular  sport  in  every  

football   when   there   are   friends   to   guide   you   through   what’s  

happening,  while  also  using  this  opportunity  to  socialize!

I strongly suggest anyone who has accepted their offer of 
admission to be ready to jump in on the opportunity when they 

receive the offer for a football season ticket.

““



every  morning,  excited   to  pursue  my  passion,  economics,   and  

Besides  the  academic  excellence,  Columbia  University’s  diverse  

work  and  contribute  to  each  other’s  knowledge  of  economics  by  

telling  each  other  how  economics  and  policy  making  works  in  our  

““ Back then, I was really excited about my forthcoming 
academic experience but little did I know how my graduate 
degree in the United States would contribute to my 
profession in many other ways.
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to  a  community  service  volunteer,  and  

lots  of  invaluable  things!

Let   me   touch   upon   some   of   my  

not   teach   my   language,   but   rather  

we   exchange   our   languages   with  my  

language   teacher   should   experience  

her   life  because   it  helps  you   increase  

your   awareness   about   both   language  

teaching   and   your   mother   language  

As   for  my  volunteer  role  here,  before  

a   trash  bin,  gloves  and  a  grabber  and  begin  cleaning  up  the  

way  of  engaging  in  the  community  in  a  foreign  country  and,  of  

... I came up with some ideas 
about what I could do as a 
volunteer, but when I came 
here and saw the volunteering 
opportunities, I was totally 
impressed! 

“

“



I had the opportunity to               
share my culture with the 9-10 

year-old students by leading 
workshops about Turkey and          

international issues.

“

“

beautiful   Central   Park,   magnificent   skyline,   charming  

literally  you  become  a  part  of  the  sheer  hustle  and  bustle  

them  in   learning  about  world  cultures  and  global   issues  on  a  

students  were  very  interested  in  the  language  we  speak,  food  

students  designed  and  drew  a  park   they  would   like   to  see   in  

Also,   the  great  experience  of   teaching  small  kids  and  helping  

after  all  and  NYC  might  be  the  best  teacher  to  teach  you  

hard  (trash  on  the  streets,  homeless  population,  subway  

transit,   sometimes   aggressive   people),   but   we   still   love  
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I have been extremely lucky with 
ending up in NYC which gives you 

so much to appreciate -diversity, 
high energy and variety- and 
which also sometimes makes 

you uncomfortable in your           
comfort zone.

“

“

 I started a salsa course here 
and could join many other social 

activities if I did not think it would 
disturb my lab work. 

“

“
first   as   a   person   of   believing   in   building   true   and   deep  

forbidden  to  take  out  the  trash  earlier  than  the  day  the  garbage  

realized  a  pair  of  eyes  were  watching  me,  a  squirrel  on  a  tree  

the  window   and   placed   some   along  with   a   piece   of   Turkish  

These   include   things   from  workshops   for   improving  social  or  



apply  for  this  program  was  about  being  able  to  get  the  most  out  

As  a  group  of  students,  we  really  enjoyed  being  forced  to  struggle  

end,  we  were  quite  pleased  with  the  interest  of  campus  students  

the   internship  phase  aren’t   scheduled  properly,   it’s   so  easy   to  

be  a  smart  move  to  constantly  keep  checking  the  progress  you  

 It would be a smart move to 
constantly keep checking the 

progress you have made, and 
think about how you can make it 

an even better experience for you.

“

“
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Alumni Corner

for   nursing   faculty,   one   focused   on   further   development   of  

systems,   then   people),   leading   change   (end   things   before  

however   they   read   professional   journals,   write   professional  

Stories from American Alumni



1999-­‐2000  Fulbright  Senior  Lecturer

focusing  on  the  important  role  of  Ataturk  in  the  development  

While  we  were  admiring  the  scene  and  taking  pictures,  three  

the  message!

The   shepherds   began   unloading   various   utensils   from   their  

We  contributed  some  pastries  from  the  city,  and  soon  the  six  

throughout   the   region,   have   led   to   one   of   the   greatest  

Council,  European  Lawyers  in  Lesvos  and  the  UN,  in  providing  

most  recently  launched  as  an  audio  book  available  on  

com

https://www.amazon.com/Hope-Future-Syrian-Refugees-Refugee/dp/1681090619/ref=tmm_pap_title_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Hope-Future-Syrian-Refugees-Refugee/dp/1681090619/ref=tmm_pap_title_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.audible.com/pd/Hope-and-a-Future-Audiobook/B0733VS52G
https://www.audible.com/pd/Hope-and-a-Future-Audiobook/B0733VS52G


30

    

Less  than  an  hour  later,  back  at  our  university  apartment,  warm  

appeared   in   my   book,  

  

to  have  doing   things   like   volunteering  at  an  orphanage   in  

  

feel  very  excited  about:  using  social  media  to  help  Turkish  

already   developed   a   strong   passion   for   teaching   English  

Can you briefly tell us about yourself? How do you define 
yourself? What is your background?

How did you hear about the Fulbright ETA Program? Why 
did you choose Turkey to teach English?



personal  to  professional,  being  a  part  of  Fulbright  has  had  

in   Turkey,   told   us   to   view   English   teaching   as   a   form   of  

2  years  ago,  and  since  then,  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  

way,  and  to   focus  on  topics   that  are  highly  relevant   to  our  

10  years  from  now,  our  hope  is  that  the  percentage  of  Turkish  

that  can  be  achieved,  we  think   it  would  have  an   incredibly  

And,   most   importantly,   that   kind   of   widespread,   sectoral  

development  would  help  improve  the  standard  of  living  and  

What was your first impression of Turkey? 

Can you tell us about your teaching experience as a 
Fulbright ETA in Turkey?

How do you think Fulbright has changed your life? 

What was the most interesting/exciting things for you 
during your grant period?

You and your wife Ipek have an Instagram page 
‘eglenceli_ingilizce’. What made you have this Instagram 
account? What was your motivation? 
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How do you think your Fulbright experience affected and 
will affect your academic, personal and professional life?

What would you advise to those who are planning to 
apply for the Fulbright Program and those who are 
already in Turkey? 

The   fact   that   they   learned   English   was   one   of   the   main  

catalysts   that   propelled   them   from   their   neighborhoods   to  

to  those  who  are  currently  a  part  of  it,  please  don’t  diminish  

You’re  helping   students   acquire   a   skill   that   can  bridge   their  

collaborate,   please   feel   free   to   reach   us   at   ipekandamer@

@eglenceli_ingilizce

We’d  love  to  hear  from  you!    

me  on  a  speaking  tour  of  Turkey  and  even  trips  to  Albania  and  

books  about  

mailto:ipekandamer%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:ipekandamer%40gmail.com?subject=


2009-­‐2010  Fulbright  Senior  Scholar
Inonu  University,  Malatya/Turkey

to   pursue   a   research   project   that   could   not   be   possible  

booked   a   room   in   for   5   nights   for   a   sum   equal   to   half   of  

almost  overlapping  campuses,  were  ether  rented  or  just  too  

Stories from Turkish Alumni

When   the   project  was   finished   after   6  months,  we   had  

institution   in  Turkey,  acknowledging  also   the  support  of  

side  of   the   Fulbright   Program,  however,   is   its   deep   and  

lasting   effect   by   instilling   in   you   an   understanding   and  

appreciation   of   other   cultures   and   people   in   this   New  

with  host  families  and  friends  you  get  a  sense  of  knowing  

how  a  country  could  achieve  so  much   in   relatively   such  

its  embracing  of  other  people  irrespective  of  their  origin,  

of   the   people   of   a   Muslim   country   like   mine   had   the  

chance  to  see  this  country  and  meet  its  people  first  hand,  
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learning   progressions,   and   on   design   of   professional  

Fulbright   experience   facilitated  my   academic   improvement  

engineers   to   deliver   a   teacher   professional   development  

learning  progression  for  teacher  understanding  of  engineering  

learning  sequences  built  on  research  and  analysis  of  empirical  

explore  design  studios,  augmented  reality  and  virtual   reality  



University  of  Maryland,  College  Park,  Maryland

stadium,  which  provided  me  with  the  chance  to  experience  

to  be  a  place  where  people  not  only  watched  the  game  but  

people  value  volunteerism  to  contribute  to  their  community  

understand   the   spirit   of   that   culture   so   that   you   could  

appreciate  and  relate   to   it,  and  this   is  what   the  Fulbright  
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International Education and 
Alumni Fairs

Advising Program

Visits from US Higher Education Representatives



Outreach Activities

Our   advising   team   also   aims   at   reaching   out   to   a   wider  
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Professional Development Activities

High School Workshop: Higher 
Education in the US

schools   included   English   teachers,   school   counselors,  

to  the  topic,  while  others  were  experienced  –  so  it  was  

newsletter@fulbright.org.tr

Don’t forget to follow us on social media:

FulbrightTurkey

FulbrightTurkeyFulbrightTurkiye

FulbrightTurkey

The  Turkish  Fulbright  Commission

fulbrightturkey

mailto:newsletter%40fulbright.org.tr%0D?subject=
https://www.youtube.com/user/FulbrightTurkey
https://twitter.com/FulbrightTurkey
https://www.facebook.com/FulbrightTurkiye/
https://www.facebook.com/FulbrightTurkey/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-turkish-fulbright-commission
https://www.instagram.com/fulbrightturkey/


The Turkish Fulbright Commission in Numbers

Fulbright Programs on Demand

Hubert H. Humphrey Program Post-Doctoral Program

Ph.D. Dissertation Research Grant Visiting Scholar Program
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