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The	Earliest	Known	Carpet,	from	Pazyryk:		4th	Century	BCE	



The	Persian	Claim:	Achamenid	Echoes	



The	Armenian	Claim:	Kermes	Dye	



The	Turkic	Claim:	Symmetrical	Knot,	Geography	



Why	all	the	Fuss?	
Cultural	Embeddedness	of	Carpets:	Social	and	Economic	Role	of	Carpet	

Making	and	Carpet	Trading	



Geography	of	Carpets:		The	“Rug	Belt”,	Carpet-Weaving,	and	the	“Yurt”	



Tribal	Iden7ty:	The	Turkmen	Boys	in	Central	Asia	and	Anatolia		



The	Wen-Chi	Scroll:	Early	Depic7ons	of	Turks	and	Carpets	North	of	
China	



The	Romance	of	Varka	and	Gulshah:	Seljuk	Iran	



14th-century	Pain7ng	in	North-west	Iran:	Nomads	and	Carpets	



Turkic	Carpets	in	Jalayrid	and	Timurid	Pain7ng	



The	15th-century	Turkmen	of	North-west	Iran	



Nomadic	Survivals	in	OEoman	
Turkey	and	
Safavid	Iran	





Nomadic	Survivals	in	
Mughal	India,	ca.	1620	



Filling	a	1600-year	chronological	gap	between	350	BCE	and	1250	
CE:	the	“Black	Hole”	of	carpet	studies	





1600	Years	Aaer		Pazyryk:		Carpet	History	(what	we	know	of	it)	Begins	
in	Anatolia	



Early	Turkish	
Carpets	in	Anatolia	



Fundamental	Design	Types:	
“Large-PaEern	Holbein”	and	

Kufesque	Border	





“Strapwork	Star”	and	
Kufesque	Border	





Octagonal	“Gul”	
Medallions	in	Rows	



“Small-PaEtern	Holbein”	
Interlace	Medallions	in	

Rows;	“Knucklebone”	Border	
and	Kufesque	Border	





“Memling	Gul”	Small	
Medallions	in	Rows	





Commerce	and	the	Impact	of	Early	Anatolian	Carpets:	Spain	





Syria	



Iran	



Egypt	



Mughal	India	and	the	Deccan	



Yuan	China	



Revisionism:	Are	Early	Anatolian	Carpets	Turkic?	





Flat-woven	Rugs	(Kilims)	and	pre-Turkic	Anatolia:	
Theories	and	Fantasies	of	Pre-history	



Turkic	Weaving	Groups	in	Greater	Iran	



Turkic	Weaving	in	Transcaucasia	





Turkmen	Carpets	of	Central	Asia:	An	Explana7on?	



THE	TURKMEN	CARPET	AND	THE	EARLY	ANATOLIAN		CARPET	
1.		Similari7es	are	simply	a	coincidence	

2.		Object	A	is	derived	ar7s7cally	from	object	B	
3. 	Object	B	is	derived	ar7s7cally	from	object	A	
4.		Objects	A	and	B	have	a	common	ancestor	















Aaerthought:	The	“Turkey	Carpet”	and	European	Social	Status	





												TO	SUM	UP:	SOME	QUESTIONS	AND	ANSWERS:	

1. 	Who	invented	the	pile	carpet?		We’ll	never	know.	
2. 	Who	brought	the	carpet	as	we	know	it	today	to	the	Middle	
East?		Probably	the	Oghuz	Turks,	in	the	11th	century.	
3. 	What	about	carpets	between	Pazyryk	and	1250?		Whatever	
carpets	may	have	been	created	during	this	period,	the	Turkic	
element	appears	to	have	had	the	only	las7ng	legacy.	
4. 	What	about	the	carpets	men7oned	in	early	Greek	and	
Armenian	sources?		We	don’t	know	the	technique,	material,	or	
design	of	these	mysterious	items,	and	probably	never	will.	
5. 	Where	does	this	leave	the	carpet-weaving	tradi7ons	of	India,	
Iran,	Egypt,	Syria,	Morocco,	Spain,	Transcaucasia	and	the	
Balkans?		Whatever	their	origins,	these	are	ar7s7cally	dis7nct	
tradi7ons	of	great	originality,	beauty,	and	influence.	



6. 	Is	the	Turkic	carpet	a	cultural	iden7fier?		In	past	7mes,	it	was	
one	of	a	number	of	ar7s7c	tradi7ons	and	cultural	prac7ces	that	
flourished	among	Turkic	peoples.	But	many	other	peoples	wove	
carpets	also.	
7. 	What	do	you	think	about	the	book	published	a	decade	ago	in	
Germany	that	claimed	that	virtually	all	early	Islamic	carpets	were	
created	and	woven	by	Chris7ans?		I	don’t	think	about	it	at	all.	



8. 	What	about	carpet	“cultural	embeddedness”	today?		It’s	less	
of	a	reality	and	more	of	an	intellectual	construct.	



9.		Will	the	carpet	lose	its	“Turkic”	associa7ons?		The	answer	to	that	
lies	in	the	tourism	economy,	rug	adver7sing,	and	popular	imagina7on.	


