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Founda5ons	of	Carpet	Scholarship	



The	“Painter	Carpets”	and	Carpet	History	





Advantages	and	Limita5ons	of	Da5ng	Carpets	from	Pain5ngs	



Carpet	Scholarship	and	the	Issue	of	Da5ng	and	Provenance	



WriQen	Documenta5on	





“Tradi5onal”	Provenance	







Condi5on	







Stylis5c	Analysis	and	the	Evolu5on	of	Forms	





Collateral	Da5ng:	Stylis5c	Comparison	







Technical	and	Structural	Analysis	







Inscrip5ons	on	Carpets	





What	About	“Scien5fic”	Tests?					
Dye	Analysis	





Carbon-14	Analysis	



Mo5va5ons	and	Opportuni5es	for	Decep5on	





Means	of	Decep5on:	

Use	of	Old	Designs	

Use	of	Old	Techniques	

Re-use	of	Old	Materials	

Physical	Treatment	

Chemical	Treatment	

False	Provenance	



Three	Case	Studies:		1.		The	Tuduc	Carpets	from	Bucharest	





Case	Studies:			2. 	The	“Sal5ng”	Carpets	











Case	Studies:	3. 	The	Anhalt	Carpet	in	the	Metropolitan	Museum	of	Art	



1973:	Three	Thumbs	Down	





















Conclusions:	

Color:	Unusual	among	surviving	examples,	but	completely	
authen5c	according	to	our	current	knowledge	

Condi5on:	Good,	but	certainly	not	in	any	way	suspiciously	so,	
given	our	current	knowledge	

Design:		Well-done	and	completely	consonant	with	
our	current	understanding	of	Safavid-era	carpet	design	prac5ce;	

probably	among	the	very	earliest	Safavid	medallion	
carpets	made	from	a	court-generated	cartoon	







Come	Visit	in	New	York!												Many	thanks	for	your	aQen5on!										
THE	END		


