Contents

Acknowledgments vi
Amanda Bowen and Robert Sennett

Introduction 1
Mary Clare Altenhofen

Fifty Years of the Fine Arts Library 3
Wolfgang Freitag

A Small Entreaty 5

Seymour Slive

A Gentle Authority 7
James S. Ackerman

The Riibel Asiatic Library 9
John M. Rosenfield

A Laboratory for Art in its Library 1
Francesca G. Bewer

The Fine Arts Library transformed 13
Henri Zerner

Summer In Cambridge 14
Ellen P. Conant

Envisioning the Fine Arts Library: Paul J. Sachs 16
Kathryn Brush
Josephine Powell and Anatolian Architecture 18

Walter B. Denny

A Memory 19
James B. Cuno

HLB 23_3 FAL 2013-0501-A.indd 3 5/1/2013 3:28:57 PM



Scrufty Cardboard Mounts
William W. Robinson

My Eureka Moment
John Moore

Andrea del Sarto
Harry Cooper

Shadows in the Stacks
Eric Rosenberg

Agnes Mongan
Miriam Stewart

Reminiscences
Alexander Nagel

Community and Generosity
Scott Redford

Research in the Fine Arts Library
Jeffrey L. Horrell

Give/Take
Peter Nisbet

The Leo Bible and the Joshua Roll
Emine Fetvaci

Rain Falling on a Glass bubble
Hao Sheng

My Mainstay
Susan Anderson

Panofsky, Unexpected
Aden Kumler

Vivid Impressions
Glaire D. Anderson

iv The Fine Arts Library at 50

HLB 23_3 FAL 2013-0512.indd 4

21

23

25

26

27

29

30

32

33

35

37

38

40

43

5/12/2013 11:42:03 PM



Discovering Dieter Roth’s Books 44
Christine Mehring

Library History Rediscovered: American Library Association 46
215t General Meeting, Atlanta, Georgia, May 8-13, 1899
Katharine Martinez

“Dwelling With Books as Stones” 49
Lisa Pon

China Bound: Hedda Hammer 50
Clare Roberts

Clarence Kennedy 52
Melissa Beck Lemke

Serendipity 54

Melissa Renn

A Tapestry of Call Numbers 56
Megan Luke
Le livre des merveilles 58

Persis Berlekamp

On Porter’s Reims and the Fine Arts Library 60
Shirin Fozi

A Buddhist Cave Shrine 62
Michelle C. Wang

Le miroir de lart musulman 63
Deniz Turker

Contributors 65

Harvard Library Bulletin v

HLB 23_3 FAL 2013-0501-A.indd 5 5/1/2013 3:28:57 PM



Josephine Powell and Anatolian Architecture

Walter B. Denny

Josephine Powell. Main court, Ishak Paga Sarayi, Dogubayazit, Turkey. 1955.
Josephine Powell Collection, Special Collections, 159 D679 31 CMI1.

EVERAL EVENTS IN THE FINE ARTS LIBRARY COME QUICKLY TO MIND

when I consider its impact on my career. One has little to do with books: it

was the sight of a small “Lotto” carpet from Anatolia, woven in the seventeenth
century, on the floor under the desk chair of then Fine Arts Librarian Wolfgang
Freitag, that led in 1968 to events eventually resulting in my three-decades-long stint
as Honorary Curator of Rugs and Textiles at the Fogg from 1970 to 2000. Discovering
Josephine Powell’s magnificent black and white photographs of Anatolian architecture
in the enormous array of cabinets of mounted photographs in Otto Hall (dedicated in
1991) was an inspiration for me to begin my work as a serious photographer of Islamic
art, a choice that has proven enormously fruitful over my career. But quite frankly,
above all else, it was my first discovery, as a summer school student from Oberlin in
1963, of the Fine Arts Library as a place of refuge from the daily grind of seven hours
of instruction in elementary Arabic that had the greatest eventual impact on my life.
Returning to Oberlin for my senior year, I decided that my graduate school applications
would be in fine arts rather than history—and, as they say, the rest is (art) history
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